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PRESS RELEASE


BATH FAVOURITES RETURN IN A SEASON OF EXCELLENT DRAMA, WONDERFUL COMEDY AND MUCH-LOVED CLASSICS, THE SHAKESPEARE UNPLUGGED FESTIVAL IS BACK 

AND THE NEW SUMMER AND USTINOV STUDIO SEASONS ARE ANNOUNCED
Postal Booking from 29th November
Telephone & Counter Booking from 5th December
The Theatre Royal is delighted to welcome back a host of actors, companies and shows which rank amongst the most popular of all with local audiences in the new season. Returning to the Theatre Royal will be DAVID SUCHET, MAUREEN LIPMAN, KATE O’MARA, LYNDA BELLINGHAM, LESLEY JOSEPH; the Royal Shakespeare Company, Stephen Joseph Theatre Company and the Agatha Christie Theatre Company. Visiting shows include unique musicals AVENUE Q, STOMP and THE WIZARD OF OZ; award-winning comedies FUNNY PECULIAR and ABIGAIL’S PARTY and stage shows which are also much-loved as films, THE KING’S SPEECH and STEEL MAGNOLIAS.
After eight wonderful seasons and more than thirty productions, the Theatre Royal and Peter Hall have decided that the much-acclaimed 2011 Season will be the company’s last. For Summer 2012, the Theatre Royal will offer a season of in-house productions, overseen by leading guest directors. These will be Sheridan’s glorious 18th century comedy,  THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL, directed by JAMIE LLOYD; HYSTERIA, written and directed by TERRY JOHNSON and starring ANTONY SHER as Sigmund Freud, and THE TEMPEST, directed by ADRIAN NOBLE, a production which received terrific reviews when it was presented in an open-air version at the 2011 Shakespeare Festival at the Old Globe Theatre, San Diego.

In the egg and Ustinov Studio the bi-annual SHAKESPEARE UNPLUGGED FESTIVAL returns to present another jam-packed showcase of both local talent and acclaimed Shakespearean practitioners. Highlights of the Festival will include THE JUDGEMENT OF MACBETH, a unique collaboration between the egg and the amazing trapeze artists of Cirque Bijou; GERARD LOGAN’S much-acclaimed performance of Shakespeare’s brilliant, brutal narrative poem, THE RAPE OF LUCRECE and CHRIS HARRIS (also known as the much-loved dame in the Theatre Royal Bath pantomimes) who presents both SHAKES-KIDS, an introduction to Shakespeare as seen through the eyes of Shakespeare’s clown, Will Kemp, and KEMP’S JIG, the true story of Kemp’s feat of morris dancing from London to Norwich. Just Enough Theatre returns after selling out in the Ustinov with TWO NOBLE KINSMEN, which has since played at the RSC’s Dell Theatre; there’s a double bill of Shakespeare’s HISTORY CYCLE (five reigns in sixty minutes) and THE TEMPEST served up with supper by local companies Hammerpuzzle, New Old Friends and Roughhouse Theatre; The Faction presents a visually inventive version of TWELFTH NIGHT; and members of the Youth Theatre and Engage present MACHAMLEAR, a soap-opera omnibus version of Shakespeare’s tragedies. 
In the Main House, DAVID SUCHET visits Bath in one of the greatest American plays of the 20th century, Eugene O’Neill’s masterpiece, LONG DAY’S JOURNEY INTO NIGHT, a compelling portrait of a family.  David Suchet takes the towering role of James Tyrone which was played in the famous film version by Ralph Richardson, and previously on stage by Laurence Olivier and Jack Lemmon. Starring alongside him will be American actress LAURIE METCALF, well-known for her roles in Roseanne, Desperate Housewives and Grey’s Anatomy. 
MAUREEN LIPMAN fulfils a long-held ambition when she not only stars in but also directs BAREFOOT IN THE PARK. This side-splitting romp from the king of Broadway comedies, Neil Simon, was also a famous film starring Robert Redford and Jane Fonda. Maureen Lipman’s previous visits to Bath include Neil Simon’s Lost in Yonkers and the solo shows Alive and Kidding and Re: Joyce!
The Agatha Christie Theatre Company returns with one of the queen of crime’s best-loved thrillers, MURDER ON THE NILE. KATE O’MARA, DENIS LILL, SUSIE AMY, CHLOE NEWSOME, BEN NEALON and MARK WYNTER star in this atmospheric drama about a murder set on board a steamer cruising under the blazing Egyptian sun.
The final tour of CALENDAR GIRLS will visit Bath following an award-winning West End run. Based on the inspiring true story of a group of ordinary women who sparked a global phenomenon, this quirky, poignant and hilarious show stars LYNDA BELLINGHAM, CAMILLA DALLERUP, JAN HARVEY, SUE HOLDERNESS, DEENA PAYNE, LISA RILEY, JUNE WATSON and RUTH MADOC with KEVIN SACRE and JOE McGANN.
The world premiere stage production of the hugely popular television comedy BIRDS OF A FEATHER reunites the show’s original three stars and visits Bath as part of a limited tour. LESLEY JOSEPH has played the Theatre Royal in diverse productions ranging from pantomime to Home in the 2009 Peter Hall Company Season. She reprises her role as sex-mad Dorien with PAULINE QUIRKE and LINDA ROBSON, as sisters Sharon and Tracey, making their Bath debuts. 

THE ROYAL SHAKESPEARE COMPANY presents THE TAMING OF THE SHREW direct from its Winter Season at Stratford-upon-Avon. Directed by Lucy Bailey, one of the UK’s leading directors, this brand new production stars DAVID CAVES who recently starred in Lucy Bailey’s production of The Beggar’s Opera for Regent’s Park Open Air Theatre and LISA DILLON who played Sybil in Private Lives for Theatre Royal Bath Productions opposite Kim Cattrall and Matthew Macfadyen. She was recently seen in ITV’s The Jury.
The STEPHEN JOSEPH THEATRE, SCARBOROUGH is an annual visitor and returns with Alan Ayckbourn’s seventy-fifth work, NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH. Although written prior to this summer’s civil disruption, Alan Ayckbourn’s choice of the theme of a breakdown in law and disorder demonstrates extraordinary foresight in this much-acclaimed new comedy which visits Bath direct from the Brits off Broadway Festival in New York.

The Tony Award-winning musical comedy AVENUE Q was a huge hit when it opened its first ever tour in Bath last year.  After huge success all over the UK, Theatre Royal Bath Productions again tours this musical like no other. Avenue Q is performed by an extraordinary mixture of actors and life-sized puppets. It’s fast, funny and politically incorrect!
The international smash hit STOMP is celebrating an astonishing twenty years of foot stamping and finger drumming. With its unique combination of theatre, dance, comedy and percussion, the performers make music from bins, brooms and everything - including the kitchen sink!
The story of THE WIZARD OF OZ is one of the best-loved of all thanks to the award-winning 1939 film which starred Judy Garland. BATH OPERATIC AND DRAMATIC SOCIETY make their annual visit to the Theatre Royal with this glorious mixture of show-stopping songs and delightful storyline in a version by John Kane, which was originally written for the RSC.

Mike Stott’s FUNNY PECULIAR has been described as “One of the most uproariously funny plays of the last half century” (Guardian). Now this 1976 Comedy of the Year, which launched the careers of Julie Walters and Richard Beckinsale, visits Bath in a brand new production starring Coronation Street’s CRAIG GAZEY and VICKY ENTWISTLE, Dancing on Ice champion SUZANNE SHAW, Hollyoaks’s GEMMA BISSIX and Heartbeat’s STEVEN BLAKELEY.
Mike Leigh’s ABIGAIL’S PARTY is one of the best-loved plays of modern times, an instant classic since its first appearance as a BBC Play For Today in 1977. This Prior to West End production of the hilarious get-together from hell, is produced by Theatre Royal Bath Productions in association with London’s Menier Chocolate Factory.
THE KING’S SPEECH is the world premiere production of David Seidler’s original play which inspired the hugely successful film, the winner of four Academy Awards and seven British Academy Film Awards. The play, directed by ADRIAN NOBLE stars CHARLES EDWARDS as King George VI with JONATHAN HYDE  as maverick Australian speech therapist, Lionel Logue, EMMA FIELDING as Queen Elizabeth, IAN McNEICE as Winston Churchill and JOSS ACKLAND as King George V. 

The King’s Speech is sponsored in Bath by the jewellers, MALLORY.

Opening its UK Tour in Bath will be the heart-warming and bittersweet comedy STEEL MAGNOLIAS starring KACEY AINSWORTH (Little Mo in Eastenders); ISLA BLAIR( A Touch of Frost), CHERYL CAMPBELL (Testament of Youth), CHERIE LUNGHI (The Manageress), SADIE PICKERING (Waterloo Road) and DENISE WELCH (Loose Women). Originally written in 1987 as a stage play by Robert Harling, following the death of his sister, the 1989 film adaptation starred Dolly Parton, Julia Roberts and Olympia Dukakis. 
Sunday Concerts in this Season are BALLETBOYZ presentation of eight stunning new young dancers in THE TALENT; following their gold album Up on The Roof in 2011,  THE DRIFTERS present their MASQUERADE TOUR of classics from six decades of hits and BATH PHILHARMONIA presents two concerts of much-loved classics, the first features leading guitarist GARY RYAN playing Rodrigo’s Concierto de Aranjuez  and the second features harpist CLAIRE JONES, who played at the royal wedding reception and flautist IAN MULLIN, playing Mozart’s Flute and Harp Concerto.
The Theatre Royal’s ENGAGE programme - mounted by its award-winning Creative Learning Department - offers a range of participatory and educational activities for adults which will includes a Masterclass in the techniques used by the team behind STOMP;  a One Act Play-Writing Workshop; the opportunity to learn about sound design and a Theatre Review group. The ENGAGE programme is generously supported by the trustees of the Estate of Margot Boyd.
After the success of new Ustinov Studio Director Laurence Boswell’s inaugural Season, the Ustinov will present three more UK Premieres in its new American Season. The plays are RED LIGHT WINTER, a compelling poetic and erotic drama by Adam Rapp, which was originally produced by Chicago’s legendary Steppenwolf Theater; IN A GARDEN, Howard Korder’s intriguing play about an American architect’s struggle to build a structure for the Culture Minister of a fictitious Middle Eastern country, and Sarah Ruhl’s award-winning play IN THE NEXT ROOM (or THE VIBRATOR PLAY), a provocative, funny and touching story about sex in the 19th century. 
For the first six weeks of 2012 the Ustinov will present a programme of varied entertainment from visiting companies. Drama includes Fellswoop’s BELLEVILLE RENDEZ-VOUS, inspired by the film of the same name; TAYO ALUKO stars as the great singer and civil rights campaigner in CALL MR. ROBESON; Lecoq trained Rhum and Clay present their Edinburgh smash hit SHUTTERLAND; multi award-winning company The Paper Birds return with THIRSTY, a critically-acclaimed show about the UK’s love affair with alcohol based upon real stories; curious directive present their Fringe First Winning piece which travels across centuries,  YOUR LAST BREATH and the Bristol Old Vic and Kneehigh Theatre’s TRISTAN STURROCK presents the true story of what happened when he fell headfirst off a wall in the haunting solo show MAYDAY MAYDAY. Music is brought to the Ustinov by WALSH & POUND, one of the most original harmonica players in Britain accompanied by the UK’s top Clawhammer banjoist, and one of the country’s leading jazz vocalists JACQUI DANKWORTH showcases her versatility in concert. Award-winning comedian DAN ANTOPOLSKI presents his new show, TURN OF THE CENTURY.
The Theatre Royal’s award-winning egg theatre for children, young people and their families will be presenting a huge range of productions including the return of WHITE, Catherine Wheels’s thrilling piece for ages 2+ which recently won the 2011 Theatre Award UK for Best New Show for Children and Young People. Also for younger children, Stuff and Nonsense presents THE HARE AND THE TORTOISE,  a rewrite of the world famous tale; M6 presents ONE LITTLE WORD,  a moving story which features original music and just one spoken word; Theatre Centre presents the vivid circus spectacle which is THE LITTLEST QUIRKY, based on Naomi Cortes’s story; Hiccup theatre presents an enchanting puppet version of Edward Lear’s classic poem, THE OWL AND THE PUSSYCAT; Danny the Wild Balloon Tamer attempts to grow balloons in THE BALLOON GARDENER; Oliver Postgate meets The Beastie Boys when the charismatic singer and his animal band perform in KID CARPET AND THE NOISY ANIMALS; Mimika Theatre takes audiences and beautifully-crafted puppets on a wordless journey in LANDSCAPES; Angel Heart Theatre takes  an out-of-this-world trip in VOYAGE OF THE ‘NUTJELLYANA’ and balletLORENT presents ballet for the very early years in UNDERNEATH THE FLOORBOARDS.
For slightly older children, City of Bath College’s Hotbath Theatre presents the musical comedy  JUST SO; the West’s improvised comedy team INSTANT WIT makes its egg debut; three hilarious musicians called PLUCK present MUSICAL ARSON; Touched Theatre presents ME AND THE SEA, a powerful mystery told using tabletop puppetry; Teasel Theatre presents GRISLY TALES FROM TUMBLEWATER, a dark one-man adaptation of Bruno Vincent’s acclaimed novel and Vamos Theatre presents MUCH ADO ABOUT WENLOCK, which celebrates the unlikely roots of the Olympic Games.
For older children, THE BLOODY BALLAD OF MARY MAID is part rock-gig, part horror movie and part folk tale; GRAVITY is Birmingham Rep’s dynamic new work about provocation set in a secondary school, and LUNA is an insight into the life of a transsexual teenager told through theatre and dance.
Special Events include FRANK McLYNN talking about his new biography of the great navigator and cartographer, CAPTAIN COOK ; KIRSTEN ELLIOTT discusses her history of the Kennet & Avon Canal, QUEEN OF WATERS; JESSICA FELLOWES has compiled a book based on one of the most popular television serials of recent years, THE WORLD OF DOWNTON ABBEY; Bath University Professor VAUGHAN HART talks about architect INIGO JONES; one of the UK’s great thriller writers, PETER LOVESEY talks about his new detective novel which actually takes place in and around the Theatre Royal, STAGESTRUCK, and the Today programme’s JUSTIN WEBB looks at the transatlantic relationship in NOTES  ON THEM & US. The Theatre Royal’s Fundraising Group hosts a comedy murder mystery evening, MOVE OVER DAHLING and has organized a Barge Trip from Bristol Docks. All Special Events are open to the public.
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